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I hail from a typical Vadodara-based Gujarati business family. For about 35 years, our family business 
was around manufacturing plastic packaging materials and supplying them to vendors. Although I 
had sound knowledge of the nitty-gritties of our business, I always nursed a desire to start 
something on my own, right from my college days. After college, I followed my parents’ advice and 
pursued a Master’s Degree in the UK. I also worked there with a large corporate firm for four years, 
until the entrepreneur in me resurfaced!  
 
Moving out of my comfort zone 
I took the decision to tread into entrepreneurship after quitting my well-paying job. I relocated to 
my hometown and worked on identifying a suitable business opportunity. Being a foodie myself, I 
decided that a venture that centred around food would make sense.  After much thought and due 
diligence, I zeroed-in on the ‘Gujarati farsan’ product category. Apart from being extremely tasty and 
very popular, traditional fried Gujarati snacks, including Bhakarwadi, Methi Mixture, Sonth Vati, etc., 
also have a longer shelf life. My vision was to make good quality Gujarati farsan available across 
India and the world at large.   
 
I immediately got to work, identifying farsan vendors and manufacturers who offered quality in their 
produce and enlisting their support.  
 
Choosing an E-commerce route 
Given my aim of targeting customers across India and the world at large, launching an online sales 
channel was inevitable. I chose the domain www.farsankart.com for my business since it has a 
strong connect with the business and great recall value. A .com domain name was an obvious choice 
given the global nature of our target market. E-commerce gave us a convenient channel to connect 
with customers, display our wares and enable sales on a 24/7 basis.   
 
When we started this business about four years back, we were selling 40-50 products on 
FarsanKart.com and had our marketing network across four countries. But I was pleasantly surprised 
to note that our products were being lapped up not just in India but other countries such as UK, USA, 
Canada, France, Germany and Portugal as well. Through consistent online and social media 
marketing and promotional efforts, we have now been able to reach out to customers from 22 
countries. Today, I can proudly say that our official Facebook page has more than 50,000 followers. 
Interestingly, about 30-40% of our total annual revenue comes from non-Gujaratis around the world. 
 
Our range of offerings has now grown to include about 450 to 500 products. The volume we have 
achieved has given us considerable economies of scale. Although our venture is self-funded as of 
now, we plan to raise funds from investors in the near future. 
 
Advice for the New Generation of Entrepreneurs  

 Website a convenient channel to connect with customers, display wares and enable sales on a 

24/7 basis 

 A .com domain name was an obvious choice given the global nature of the target market 

 Consistent online and social media marketing and promotional efforts helped reach out to 

customers from 22 countries 

http://www.farsankart.com/


Before planning to start off a new business venture or investing large amounts on advertising about 
your products, please conduct due research and gather as much intelligence as possible about that 
particular industry (and the products or services that you plan to sell). Many start-ups fail in their 
initial phase of business itself, only because of lack of market intelligence.  
 
Understand the importance of cash-flows in a business, more than the cash component itself. 
Entrepreneurship is a difficult path to pursue, but know that we will succeed eventually, if not 
immediately.  
 
In the digital era, the Internet provides a great channel to sell and market to customers across the 
globe. If you plan to go global, make sure you choose a .com domain name extension since it is the 
most well-recognised in the world. 
 
Most importantly, believe in yourself, find a source of inspiration and go out and chase your dreams! 
 
 
 
 
 


